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The snow and ice are on the ground, 
but the hearts of golfers across the 
state of Michigan are warming with 

the hopes of an early spring.
While that (early spring) only happens 

once in a while in our great state there 
is one for certain — golf shows are just 

around the corner.
I have been to many of them as a cus-

tomer and it’s great to see what’s new with 
the golf industry. Usually you can find 
specials on last year’s models and a peak 
of what’s new.

We have also been at several golf shows 
to introduce Strikes n’ Strokes to other golf 
enthusiasts across the state.

This year we are taking a proactive ap-
proach to improving awareness of our 
magazine.

We have contracted for booths at the 
West Michigan Golf Show for the second 
consecutive year, Feb. 8-10 at the Devos 
Center in Grand Rapids.

We are also going to be at the WMPX 
SEE GOLF SHOWS,  Page 3

Mike Godard/Strikes n’ Strokes
No, he really didn’t miss it. Tyler Spence knocked his ball out of the trap on No. 14 at the Saginaw Country 
Club. Spence’s partner Erik Loberg’s also had hit his ball in the trap very close to Spence. Dick Garber and 
Mike Stelter rallied from three holes down after six played to win their sixth SCC Invitational title.

This Special Golf 2013 edi-
tion serves as a best-of-the-
best stories that we published 
during the past  three years. 

This edition is printed in 
preparation for our atten-
dance at the Grand Rapids, 
Valley Plaza, Dow Diamond 
and Novi Golf Shows. 

Visit www.strikesnstrokes.
com for a full color digital 
copy.
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Unforgettable Golf Show at Valley Plaza in 
Midland on Saturday, Feb. 23.

Dow Diamond will be the site of another 
show in Midland on Saturday, Feb. 23 and 
Sunday, Feb. 24.

Finally, we will also be at the The Michi-
gan Golf Show that is held at the Suburban 
Collection Showplace in Novi from Mar. 
1-3.

Besides our regular monthly magazine, 
we are printing a special Golf 2013 maga-

zine with some of our best-of-the-best sto-
ries from our first three years of printing. 

Our golf reviews that we have printed in 
the past will be posted online by March 1.

During 2013, we will be posting two-
to-three golf reviews per week throughout 
the golfing season on our website www.
strikesnstrokes.com.

We want to know about your golfing 
events that are planned for the 2013 season. 

Until supplies run out, we have 9 x 12 

inch plastic handbags that would be suit-
able for “goodie” bags for your outings. 

Our calendar of events is free and if you 
want a bigger splash we have  reasonable 
rates for a bigger promotion.

All the golf courses in Saginaw, Bay, 
Midland and Tuscola County, public and 
private, have our magazines. If you don’t 
see it, ask the pro shop.

You never know where you will see 
Strikes n’ Strokes as a couple of our read-

ers saw the magazine at Lassing Pointe, 
in Florence, Kent. and Walden Ponds, in 
Hamilton, Ohio. 

Strikes n’ Strokes has a group of golfers 
that help drop copies to wherever they play. 

When you are out and about during these 
next couple of months attending some of 
these golf shows, stop by our booth and say 
hi. 

We value your input on the content of our 
magazine. ♦

FROM COVER GOLF SHOWS Golf shows ‘spring’ up during the first part of the New Year to help get golfers excited about the upcoming season
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WWW.STRIKESNSTROKES.COMNow Online Enjoy Your Visit!

Free admission, Free parking

  Free Golf Swing Analysis   

Other show features

Save on golf equipment, balls, bags, shoes,
 clothes, all at show special pricing 

Register to win a free summer of golf
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MIKE GODARD
Strikes n’ Strokes editor
May 2012

Hank Haney doesn’t believe he 
stepped over the line.

“I do not understand the idea that 
I broke some code,” said Haney to 
a group of reporters at the Saginaw 
Country Club as part of the Great 
Lakes Pro-Am festivities.

Haney recently wrote a tell-all 
book, “The Big Miss”, about his 
years coaching Tiger Woods. He at-
tended dinner the night before the 
tournament and provided a demon-
stration for the all of the participants 
on the day of the tourney. 

Haney coached Tiger Woods 
from 2004 until early 2010, and has 
coached many more touring profes-
sionals including Mark O’Meara. 

He currently hosts a show on the 
Golf Channel called “The Haney 
Project.”

“I’m not the first coach to write a 
book,” he added. “Joe Torre wrote 
a book, John Wooden wrote a book, 
Pat Riley wrote a book. Did they all 
break the code, too?

“When I was around greatness 
like I was (with Tiger Woods) for 
six years,” he said. “And so close 
to it, you are asked about it all the 
time. I’m asked about Tiger Woods 
all the time. Not just from the media 
but from everyone I am all around.

“Anything I do in golf, I’m asked 
about Tiger Woods, so everyone has 
no problems asking questions. But 
then when I answer the questions in 
written form, then you have a prob-
lem with it? 

“I find that contradictory,” he said. 
“I really do. But I understand people 
have their own opinion.”

While the book has been charac-

terized as a tell-all story about Tiger 
Woods, there’s more to it than that, 
insists Haney

“It’s a positive book. I wanted to 
write about golf history,” he said. “I 
wanted to share my memories. I also 
wanted to share 
what it was like to 
observe greatness. 
It’s about the expe-
riences I had with 
who I consider the 
greatest golfer there 
is.”

Most of the nega-
tive publicity about the book came 
before it was even published.

“The only really negative part 
about the book is some people think 
I shouldn’t have written it,”  Haney 
said.  

“After they have read the book, 
their views have typically changed 
and they view the it as overwhelm-
ingly positive. 

“The No. 1 comment I have gotten 
about the book . . . and I have 60,000 
people following me on Twitter .. . 
is that I am a big Tiger fan and after 
reading the book, I am a  bigger Ti-
ger fan.”

Haney knew that when he started 
teaching Tiger, it was going to be his 
last touring pro.

Despite the separation in 2010, 
Haney still follows Tiger to this day.

 “It’s like a Rubik’s Cube,” said 
Haney of Tiger’s swing. “You 
change one part . . .  it all changes 
. . . that’s like with his swing. Tiger 
always wanted to get better; that’s 
why he keeps changing.”

Changing his swing is nothing 
new, said Haney.

“That’s always one of the things 
that helps Tiger,” he said. “He has 
always changed his swing.  He’s al-

ways done better.
“I hear people say he shouldn’t 

change his swing,” he added. “That’s 
when he has always practiced hard-
er, always being more motivated, 
more enthused. That’s when he’s in 
his most heightened state in golf.

“He really gets after it when 
he’s changing his swing,” Haney 
said. “It’s always worked for him. 
He’s always gotten better when he 
changed his swing. He won 45 per-
cent of his tournaments in the last 
three years when I helped him, after 
he had changed his swing.”

The bar was set very high during 
Tiger’s heyday.

“This time he’s hasn’t done as 
good . . . so far,” Haney said. “In 
his mind, he believes it will. But it 
might take some time to pay off. It’s 
easy to second guess, but it has al-
ways worked out before.

“You have to remember, Tiger 
dominated the Tour for a three-year 
period,” Haney said.

 “A lot of things have happened. 
Tiger is getting older, he’s having a 
few injuries, the scandal. It’s going 
to be hard to recreate what he had. 

But can he win many more tourna-
ments? 

Absolutely!”
Haney said there aren’t five play-

ers that have had a better year that 
Tiger has had in 2012.

“Tiger hasn’t had a bad year,” he 
said.

 “But it’s just not up to the stan-
dards we are used to seeing Tiger 
set. Maybe that’s the problem in ev-
eryone’s analysis and diagnosis of 
Tiger. They are judging him on the 
they way he played before. That was 
just ridiculously good.”

The success of the book has been 
a surprise to Haney.

“The book has been great. I never 
thought it would be a No. 1 New 
York Times best seller,” he said. “I 
wanted to write a fair and honest 
book.

“So the fallout really is (with) the 
people who felt I shouldn’t have 
written the book in the first place,” 
he said. 

 “I can’t really do anything about 
that. If I offended someone, I really 
do apologize. I felt these are my 
memories, not just Tiger’s, too.” ♦

What’s all the fuss?

Hank Haney

Masterful advice
MIKE GODARD
Strikes n’ Strokes editor
May 2012

Recently, I had a one-on-one ses-
sion with golf teaching guru Hank 
Haney. He told me I should stick to 
writing. All kidding aside, my one-
on-one session was just golf talk; 
nothing about Tiger Woods, nor 
anything about Haney’s new book.

Haney was invited to the Saginaw 

Country Club for a guest speaking 
and a demonstration engagement 
as part of the Great Lakes Pro Am, 
which was raising money for the 
Saginaw Children’s Zoo.

Haney spent plenty of time talk-
ing about his book “The Big Miss” 
and his relationship with Tiger 
Woods in a joint press conference 
(see our Strikes n’ Strokes story – 
What’s all the fuss?).

SEE ADVICE,  Page 5
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What better way to gain more knowledge about golf than going to the 
master of all teachers?

Haney has worked with countless pros, including, Woods and Mark 
O’Meara.

“It’s fun for me to impart knowledge on anyone,” Haney said.
“I love what the game of golf can do  . . .  like this charity tournament. 

There are a lot of great things that golf can do. As long as I can spend a day 
in golf, it’s a great day for me.”

Haney had several tidbits of wisdom that I enjoyed listening to and hope-
fully you will enjoy reading them.

Coaching/lessons
The first thing you need is to find someone that taken a player to the level 

where you are aspiring to be.  Not everybody has coached the best in the 
world. But if you want to be a college golfer, look for someone that has 
helped out on that level. 

Even if your goal is to be a club champion or just break 100, whatever 
your goal is, look for someone that has achieved those results.

The second thing that is important is what is his (her) personality like? 
Is his style of coaching suitable for you? Everyone has a different style of 
coaching. Look for something that will work for you. Obviously, everyone 
is different.

Bubba Watson is someone that proves you don’t need to have lessons. 
But that is the miniority in golf. Think of golf lessons as a short cut to get 
where you want to go. Take good lessons and see the improvement. 

Three keys
There are three keys to improving your game.
Eliminate your penalty shots. To do that, you need to look at your big 

miss; is it going to get you in trouble? Usually it’s your driver that gets you 
in trouble.

Then, if you want to score better, it’s the short game and putting area that 
needs the most attention.

Eliminate the two chip, two pitch or two sand shots. Anytime you get 
near the green, you must get on in one. The third thing is to eliminate three-
putts.  You don’t have to make a lot of putts, just eliminate the three putts. 
Many times you are not trying to make the putt, just make sure you have 
only two.

The pros only make seven percent of their putts outside of 20 feet. How 
many amateurs are going to do better than that? You can’t get ahead when 
you are three-putting . . . you have to get it down in two.

Other words of wisdom
The hard thing for amateurs is ball and club selection. It is really trial and 

error. Clubs to a certain extent have a give and take. Some clubs made to 
hit in the air are also hard to hit low. 

The same goes with balls. Some balls are made to go far, but not neces-
sarily to stop on the greens. Most people have the need for distance, so that 
would be a big consideration.

Conditioning has become bigger in golf. Weight lifting helps the muscles 
as you get older but it would give you marginal improvements in your golf 
game. But flexibility is different. It is more important as you get older. I like 
yoga. Those kind of things for stretching is more important as anything else 
for the older golfer.

If you are going to get better in golf . . . have a plan. Work on it consis-
tently. Michigan has a shorter golf season. I live in Dallas where golf is 
year round. I tell my students once per month is enough. Maybe in Michi-
gan, because of the shorter season, one lesson every two to three weeks is 
enough. 

Whatever you decide, separate them out throughout your whole season.
 Stay consistent. ♦

FROM PAGE 4 ADVICE Hank Haney makes a stop in Saginaw for the Great Lakes Pro-Am fundraiser; shares some advice for golfers

Air Plus Heating & Cooling
Installation Sales & Service

Jose Arellano HVAC Specialist
Saginaw 989.860.7873

Auto Pro
“Car won’t go; call Auto Pro”

3698 Fashion Sq. Blvd
Saginaw 989.799.6675

Complete Auto
1120 W. Genesee Ave

Saginaw MI 48602
989.755.1561

Complete Limo
“Experience the Excellence”

www.completelimo.com
989.755.1561

Crawford Insurance
Patrick Wortley—Owner

Group Discounts thru Saginaw 
USBC 989.687.5000

Fast Lane Drive Thru
“Don’t Drive By, Drive Thru”

1200 State St., Saginaw
989.753.9300

Great Lakes Family Dental 
Thomas Dawson
427 N. Michigan

Saginaw 989.755.0991

JD Motor Sports
Racing Engines

Jim Doak - USBC
Saginaw MI 989.245.8290

Maxa Catering
Quality Full  Service Catering

Since 1963
989.754.3200 or 989.753.1317

PJ’s Trim Shop
`Award Winning Interiors

Hemlock MI 
www.pjstrimshop.com

Richville Gas
$5.99 Large Pizzas-Everyday

9410 West Saginaw
Richville 989.868.4058

Roge Powder Coating
Welding, fabricating

and machining
4086 Curve Rd., 989.714.4229

Saginaw Wheels and Deals
SHANNON GARCHOW - owner

1310 Emily, Saginaw
(989) 755.7781

Slurpee Central
7-Eleven #39

302 W. Broomfield
Mount Pleasant MI 48858

#1 in Coffee
7-Eleven #123

3990 Tittabawassee
Saginaw MI 48604

US Sheet Metal, Inc.
Commercial-Industrial

Htg.-A/C-Custom Sheet Metal Work
Saginaw - 989-799-4850

The Red Zone
Subs and Ice Cream

M-46, Corner of River/State
Kingston

Ultimate Landscaping
Snow Removal Services

Affordable Pricing
989.792.0397

Please say thank you to the below sponsors

Business Directory 
 For just $10 per month (six 

month minimum), businesses 
can have four lines of text.  
Check out our other advertis-
ing rates for business cards, 
coupon sizes, quarter, half 
and full-page ads. For infor-
mation call 989.714.2487
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MIKE GODARD
Strikes n’ Strokes editor
July 2011

By its very nature, golf is a tough 
game. Now, The PGA of America and 
the United States Golf Association 
(USGA) are partnering in an effort 
to make it not necessarily easier but 
more enjoyable to play this game we 
all love.

When golfing at a new course, I 
like to be challenged. I go to the tips 
and try to play where the pros tee off. 
When playing familiar courses, I play 
from the white tees. But what about 
the golds? Or even the reds?

The USGA has just begun a cam-
paign to help people answer that very 
question. The Tee It Forward program 
encourages golfers to play a course 
at a length that is aligned with their 
average driving distance. Golfers can 
speed up play by choosing tees that 
provide the greatest playability and 
enjoyment. They can use a simple 
chart to find the ideal tees. 

A Tee It Forward press release ex-
plains that Barney Adams, the found-
er of Adams Golf, came up with the 
original idea. By playing from for-
ward tees, amateur golfers have the 
chance to play the course at the same 
relative distance as a touring profes-
sional would over 18 holes. 

By giving every golfer the opportu-
nity to play from a distances that is 
properly aligned with his or her abil-
ity, Tee it Forward levels the playing 
field.

With many more golfers hitting ap-
proach shots with six- and seven-irons 
instead of hybrids and long irons, their 
chances for enjoyment increase. Also, 
playing from forward tees should re-
sult in fewer overall shots, shorter 
distance traveled on each hole, and, 
potentially, fewer lost balls.

“The passion that golfers have for 
our game has the potential to be en-
hanced by the Tee It Forward initia-
tive,” said Jim Hyler, president of the 

United States Golf Association. “This 
is an innovation that we think will ap-
peal to golfers of all skill levels be-
cause it gives them a new challenge 
that better aligns with their abilities. 
We hope that Tee It Forward will be 
embraced by players and golf facili-
ties across the country.”

Tee It Forward is not necessarily 
about creating a new set of tees, (as 
the press release pointed out) since 
many facilities already have multiple 
tees in use every day.

 It is about changing the mindset of 
golfers in a positive way — encour-
aging people to consider setting aside 
playing from 6,500–6,700 yards and 
moving up to a length of 6,000–6,200 
yards or moving from 6,000–6,200 
yards to 5,700–5,800 yards (see 
chart).

The 6,700-yard course that many 
amateur golfers play today is pro-
portionally equivalent to a PGA Tour 
player competing on a course measur-
ing 8,100 yards—and that’s 700 yards 
or longer than a typical PGA Tour 
layout.

I tried that while playing Indian 
River on Father’s Day. I am not a long 
ball hitter by any means. I started out 
playing from the tips (3,250 yards on 
the front nine). By the time I got to 
No. 8, I had decided to Tee It For-
ward.

My sons, Ryan and Joey, and my 
playing partner and Strikes n’ Strokes 

Webmaster Yudha Pratama, teed off 
from the tips on No. 10. I was sit-
ting in the cart, and when they came 
down, I took off. 

I could hear them chortling “Where 
do you think you’re going?” from be-
hind my cart. 

I passed the white tees. The wise-
cracks from the peanut gallery just 
kept coming.

When I got up to the gold tees, 
which were just behind the reds on 
No. 10, I had knocked 700 yards off 
my distance for the rest of the round.

I decided to look at how far the 
150-yard marker was from the tees. 
My 150-yard club (in my case an 11-
wood) is one of my favorite weapons 
in the bag.

My score went from 55 from the 
tips to 46 from the gold tees. But 
more important than a better score 
was the confidence I gained and fun 
I had when I had an opportunity to 
reach the green in regulation.

That’s important. Golf is meant to 
reach the green in two or three shots, 
depending on par-four or par-five, 
and, with two putts, gives you a par 
for the course.

During all nine holes, I heard re-
marks from my sons like “You da 
woman!”; “Check that woman out for 
steroids!”; even “Don’t let that skirt 
get in your way.” 

It didn’t matter. I was having suc-
cess and fun at the same time.

And isn’t that why we play this 
game we sometimes love to hate?

The great Jack Nicklaus is a propo-
nent of Tee It Forward.

“I love the game of golf, but I will 
be the first to tell you that there are 
things about our game we need to 
improve,” said Nicklaus in a press 
release. “Now, The PGA of America 
and the USGA have come together 
to develop ways to that can make the 
game more attractive and more en-
joyable. Tee It Forward is the first of 
many initiatives we have discussed 
together, and I think families around 
the country will enjoy alternate for-
mats like this to make the game more 
fun.

“All of us deeply involved in the 
game constantly encourage golfers of 
all skill levels to play the proper tees, 
but too often golfers want to bite off 
as much of the golf course as they can. 
What end up suffering are their score-
card and their overall enjoyment. This 
program should help stimulate people 
to play the proper tees and maximize 
the golf experience.”

I have tried it myself and will con-
tinue to Tee It Forward whenever pos-
sible.

While playing Timber Ridge in East 
Lansing, we settled on the white tees 
at 6,010 yards. But we should have 
gone the forward tees at 5,175.

By moving to the white tees for 
the four par-fives, we would have in-
creased the yardage to 5,500 yards.

No matter what variation of Tee It 
Forward you do, it still comes down 
to shot-making. Once you get to your 
favorite shot into the green, you still 
have to get on the green and make the 
putts. 

That’s hard enough to do, time after 
time.  

Try Tee It Forward. The pace of 
your play may speed up, and the game 
of golf becomes more fun when the 
numbers on the scorecard go down.

Learn more on the Internet by using 
the search terms “tee it forward.” ♦

Enjoy your golf game; Tee It Forward
  
  
 Driver Distance  Recommended
     18-hole yardages
 Tour Professional  7,600-7,900
 300    7,150-7,400
 275    6,700-9,900
 250    6,200-6,400
 225    5-800-6000
 200    5,200-5,400
 175    4,400-4,600
 150    3,500-3,700
 125    2,800-2,300
 100    2,100-2,300
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MIKE GODARD
Strikes n’ Strokes editor
January 2010

10. SEVEN BRIDGES, Wood-
bridge, Illinois - We had a rain de-
lay during the middle of the round 
where the clubhouse played the 
movie, “Caddyshack,” to pass the 
time away. Course has 13 bridges 
that cross several bodies of water. 
The No. 16 hole is a 448-yard par 
4 that has water on its right flank all 
the way down to the green where 
water surrounds the green on three 
sides.

9. BOUNTIFUL GOLF COURSE, 
Bountiful, Utah - When I bought 
my first computer, I also purchased 
a golf game that had this course on 
it. I got a chance to play it when my 
son (Jason) played in the Midget 
National Hockey Tournament in 
Ogden, Utah. Rain cut our play to 
just nine holes. There was a series of 
holes that were on a much higher el-
evation than the base of the course. 
We went from light rain, to sleet and 
then snow during that round.

8. ARROWHEAD GOLF
COURSE, Littleton, Colorado (near 
Denver)- I don’t remember my 
score but I do know every one of my 
drives were a mile high.

7. YANKEE TRACE, Centerville, 
Ohio - This was the site of one my 
better rounds. I shot a 42 on the 
front and had 36 after eight holes 
on the back. However, my score for 
the round ballooned after I hit two 
balls in the water and finished with 
an eight.

6. LASSING POINTE, Boone 
County, Kentucky - This course is 
set in the hills of Boone County, 
Kentucky. It is very plush with the 
last hole having a green that is 100 

yards, (yes yards), long. Miss it to 
the left or back and you end up in 
water. Miss it too far right and you 
end up in a Civil War cemetery plot.

5. MOUNTAINEER GOLF 
COURSE, Morgantown, West Vir-
ginia - There is a 268-yard par four 
that doglegs to the right. 

It was very memorable when I 
tried to go over the top of a group of 
tall trees on my tee shot only to hit 
a tree and see the ball fly back over 
my head and out of bounds. 

My sons still laugh about that. 
There is also a memorable short par-
5 that sits atop a mountain where the 
green sits downhill on the edge of a 
cliff.

4. BEAVERCREEK Golf Club, 
Dayton, Ohio - This was the first 
course that I had golfed in Ohio as 

part of a yearly outing. Most memo-
rable hole is a par-5, 562-yard hole 
that narrows as you get closer to the 
green. Beavercreek also has a cou-
ple of picturesque par-3s.

3. HILLDALE GOLF CLUB,
Hoffman Estates, Illinois - Very 
well-groomed course with reason-
able rates (under $50). I have played 
this course five times during the past 
six years. Staff has always been cus-
tomer-friendly.

2. MEADOWS FARMS, Locust 
Grove, Virgina - Has several unique 
holes including a baseball field, wa-
terfall and the longest hole in the 
USA. 

Playing this course also means 
that I am visiting my granddaughter, 
which makes it No. 2 on my list only 
because No. 1 is also near her, too.

1. RENDITIONS GOLF
COURSE, Davidsonville, Maryland 
- The Grand Slam Golf Experience 
is everything as advertised. 

This course has 18 replica holes 
of courses that have appeared in the 
PGA Grand Slam events. Included 
is No. 16 at Oakland Hills and three 
holes from the British Open.  

Especially pleasing to play is 
Amen Corner, from Augusta Na-
tional. The three holes start with a 
par-4, with a replica scoreboard on 
the left-hand side. Then comes the 
par-3, with the par-5 to follow. Each 
of the holes also had the pure white 
sand in the traps, just like you see on 
television during The Masters. The 
Renditions Golf Course is nestled 
between Washington D.C., Balti-
more and Annapolis.♦

My top 10 most memorable non-Michigan golf courses

Mike Godard/Strikes n’ Strokes
This hole is a replica hole at the Renditions Golf Course in Davidsonville, Maryland, from the Oakmont Country 
Club in Oakmont, Pa. The “Church Pews bunker” is one of more famous golf course hazards in the world of 
golf.  The Church Pews bunker sits between the third and fourth fairways at Oakmont and comes into play on 
both holes.
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MIKE SPENCER
Strikes n’ Strokes
April 2011

 
The Hole In One Golf Book is start-

ing its second season, adding a custom 
book to fit the golfer better.

“We do not want to be confused with 
any other program out there,” said 
Brent  Mason, marketing director for 
the Saginaw-based Hole In One Golf 
Book. “There is only one ‘Hole In One’ 
golf book and there’s nothing better.”

Brent Goik, general manager of the 
Bay County Golf Course, agrees.

“Last year, it was something new and 
it’s going to take a couple of years to 
get going, but it’s going in the right di-
rection,“ Goik said. “If you play any-
where, it’s like half the price. It’s a fan-
tastic idea.”

Goik said he basically donates a 
round of golf and in return gets plenty 
of free advertising.

“Our name is getting out there,” Goik 
said. “It’s a free round of golf to the 
person who has the book and hopefully 

he’ll bring a friend or two.”
The Hole In One Golf Book teed of 

its new season as one of the co-spon-
sors of the Dow Diamond Golf Show 
last month (2011).

“The show was quite a success for 
us,” Mason said.

 “So many people heard about the tre-
mendous savings that there was actual-
ly a line of people at our booth waiting 
to purchase them.”

He got the idea of the Hole in One Golf 
Book after researching a marketing pro-
gram to benefit golf courses while bring-
ing great value to  Michigan golfers of 
all ages and handicaps.

“Other golf books and TV cards have 
all kinds of restrictions that it makes it 
very difficult to even use them,” Ma-
son said. “With my book, you can golf 
anytime on holidays, weekdays, week-
ends and … if everyone in your four-
some has the golf book, all four can use 
them.”

For more information, call (989) 401-
GOLF or go online at
www.holeinonegolfbook.com. ♦

Hole In One Golf Book can
customize your golf package

Mike Spencer/Strikes n’ Strokes
Brent Mason, marketing director for Hole In One Golf Book, signs up a customer 
at Dow Diamond’s inaugural Golf Show. He will be at the 2013 Dow Diamond 
Golf Show on Saturday, Feb. 23 and Sunday, Feb. 24. “We started with 19 courses 
and now have 62,” said Mason, in a recent interview. “We went from one book to a 
north and south book. It’s been phenomenal. We’re also excited about the upcom-
ing Dow Diamond Golf Show. It’s great to have a good golf show where people 
from all over will come to it.” SEE  the Hole In One ad to the right.

Play all four of Treetop courses  

www.holeinonegolfbook.com

North Book - 34 courses

South Book - 28 courses

2013 Michigan Golf Books are now available
The 2013 Hole-In-One Golf Book o�ers golfers of all skill levels

  free greens fees at area courses throughout Michigan 

Now only $99.99
Buy both books for only 139.99

1-989-401-GOLF

“Swing Great, Putt Straight”
and we hope you get a hole in one along the way!

Hartland Glen Golf Course – Hartland 
Hawk Meadows Golf Course – Howell 
Huntmore Golf Club – Brighton 
IMA Brookwood Golf Club – Burton  
Jackal Golf Course – Brighton 
Jewel of Grand Blanc (2 courses) – Grand Blanc 
Maple Lane Golf Club – Sterling Heights 
Metamora Golf & Country Club – Metamora 
Rolling Hills Golf Course - Lapeer  
Sugarbush Golf Club – Davison  
Vienna Greens – Clio 
Washakie Golf Course – North Branch 
Willowbrook Golf Course - Byron 

Bald Mountain – Lake Orion 
Beacon Hill Golf Course – Commerce Twp 
Bramblewood Golf Course – Holly 
Brentwood Golf Club – White Lake 
Briar Ridge – Montrose 
Captain’s Club at Woodfield – Grand Blanc 
Chemung Hills Golf Club – Howell 
Copper Ridge – Davison 
Coyote Preserve – Fenton  
Dunham Hills Golf Club – Hartland 
Faulkwood Shores Golf Course – Howell 
Flushing Valley Country Club – Flushing 
Genesee Valley Meadows – Flint 
Goodrich Country Club – Goodrich 

Arrowhead Golf Club – Caro 
Bay County Golf Course – Essexville 
Bay Valley Resort – Bay City 
Beech Hollow – Freeland 
Bird Creek – Port Austin 
Currie Golf Course – Midland 
Eagle Glen – Farwell 
Firefly Golf Links – Clare 
Gladwin Heights – Gladwin 
Green Acres – Bridgeport 
Greenbrier – Mayville 
Hidden Oaks – St. Louis 
Kimberley Oaks – St. Charles 
Maple Creek Golf Club – Shepherd 
Maple Leaf Golf Course – Linwood 
Pine River – Standish 

for only $25 each`

Pleasant Hills Golf Course – Mount Pleasant 
Red Hawk Golf Club – East Tawas 
Riverwood Resort – Mount Pleasant 
Scenic Golf & Country Club – Pigeon 
Sugar Springs Country Club – Gladwin 
Tamaracks – Harrison 
Tawas Creek – Tawas City 
The Timbers – Vassar 
Tree Tops – Gaylord (4 courses) 
Twin Bridges – Merrill 
Ubly Heights Golf & Country Club – Ubly 
Vassar Golf & Country Club – Vassar 
Verona Hills Golf Club – Bad Axe 
West Branch Country Club – West Branch 
White Birch – Bay City 
Willow Springs – Vassar 
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DAVE GEHRING
Guest Columnist
February 2010

Do you have golf fever yet? If not, 
and you are a golfer, you will probably 
have it soon! Every year around this 
time, the golf domes and heated driving 
ranges get quite busy with golfers of all 
types swinging away while dreaming 
of their favorite courses.

Here in Michigan, we are very for-
tunate to have some of the best golf 
choices on the planet! We have more 
courses than most states and we can 
pick and choose through plenty of 
deals and venues. The Saginaw, Bay 
and Midland areas are no exception. 
At last count, Michigan had 971 golf 
courses, third nationally behind Florida 
and California.

Our only downside is that we have too 
long of an off-season (much too long). 
This means that our swings get stiff and 
many fundamentals are forgotten. By 
late winter, anticipation runs high and 
we are ready to go, but spring golf in 
Mid-Michigan is always a crapshoot. 
Consequently, every spring, most of us 
struggle to get our season started in a 
reasonable way. Between inconsistent 
weather and often wet course condi-
tions, we never really know for sure 
when the new golf season will get go-
ing.

Often times, we will go out and golf 
once or twice, get pumped up, and then 
have to wait a couple of weeks before 
we can get out again. Not a good way 
to acquire a feel for your swing, your 
short game or to figure out how to hit 
that new driver!

An obvious solution to this to just 
head south to Myrtle Beach, Florida or 
any other nice warm spot where they 
welcome you with open arms and are 
cutting the greens daily!

Unfortunately, with the current econ-
omy, most of us either can’t or do not 
want to fork out  a thousand dollars or 
more, even if our spouses let us. Even 
a “good deal” is usually beyond our 
realm of reason.

So here we are the mercy of Mother 
Nature, while the rust on our swings 
continues to harden and our golf bud-
dies continue to complain about Ole 
Man Winter. Or are we really confined 
by Mom? Is there another way?

Take a trip
Yes there is! Hundreds, if not thou-

sands of Michigan golfers start their 
season both early and relatively cheap-
ly by heading “partway south” to south-
ern Ohio and northern Kentucky where 
the grass IS greener and the weather is 
bearable.

During early spring, their rates are 
still down, but the courses have had an 
extra month to get into playing condi-
tion. With hotel prices still being at off-
peak rates, one can do a three-day or 
four-day golf trip at a very reasonable 
cost.

This is a great way to kick-start your 
season. You can get several rounds in, 
the rust will be gone and you will be 
in full swing mode for the new season! 
Even if you don’t get to golf much for  a 
few weeks afterwards, you have golfed 
enough already so as not to lose what 
has been gained.

We have a group which has been do-
ing this for many years, and I know of 
others from this area that do the same. 
Over a three-day weekend, we golf up 
to four rounds, eat well and get reac-
quainted with old friends whom we 
haven’t seen since the previous sum-
mer or fall.

It is our annual Ohio Kick-Off Clas-
sic and is truly one of the highlights of 
our entire season.

Intially, we had just three or four golf-
ers wanting to go south. As time went 
on, we grew to six golfers, then eight, 
on to 10 and now we have 12 golfers. 
Basically, we have the same guys go 
every year.

Initially, in the early years, we played 
around St. Patrick’s Day, but the weath-
er was too iffy. After one fairly cold 
year (the year we renamed it the “Frost-
bite Open”), we decided to move our 
date to early April, being sure to avoid 
Easter and Masters weekend.

While one does need to prepare for 
various weekend conditions and tem-
peratures, we normally have no prob-
lems golfing in 45 to 65 or even 75 de-
gree weather. We have only had three 
or four cancelled rounds in the past 20 
years.

For all of us, it has developed into a 
rich tradition which playes an impor-
tant role in both our friendship and our 
golf season. Most important to all is 
that everyone gets along well and en-
joys each other’s company.

Sound appealing?
If this sort of trip sounds appealing to 

you, I do have a few suggestions.
Start small, no more than eight peo-

ple, and pick your golfers wisely. Put 
the plan together early, we already 
know where we are golfing this April.

Lock your golfers’ commitments 
down with a small entry fee (we do at 
$30). Spend an hour or so online to find 
the courses that fit your needs.

You want to cover all the details well 
and communicate thoroughly in writ-
ing, including rules, times, expenses, 
MapQuest, etc.

We always plan a nice dinner the first 
night so we all can get reacquainted.

Also, be sure to wear some of your 
favorite home team gear, as you will 
definitely encounter plenty of Ohio 
State fans!

Finally, keep the event itself some-
what low key, meaning that winning is 
secondary. While it’s nice to finish first, 
everyone wins in an event like this.

Our itinerary always starts with 18 

holes on Friday followed by a nice din-
ner. One of our favorite dinner places 
is the Montgomery’s Inn Boathouse, 
which overlooks the Ohio River in 
downtown Cincinnati. Upstairs, they 
have one of the largest and best sports 
bars in the land, while downstairs is 
some of Cincinnati’s finest cuisine.

Whether we order their “World Fa-
mous Ribs” or another of their tasty 
entrees, the meal and fun is always su-
perb. On Saturday, we play another 18 
holes in mid-morning. We used to play 
a 9 or 18 hole scramble afterwards, but 
as we got older, we felt that 18 holes 
was enough. We finish with 18 holes 
and an awards luncheon on Sunday. We 
are home by Sunday evening with 54 
holes of golfing with good friends be-
hind us. Our season has now officially 
begun.

Editors note: After only missing 
one year since I had joined this group, 
this April other commitments are keep-
ing me away. But those commitments 
include a long-awaited “working va-
cation” to the San Francisco area and 
Hawaii. With golf clubs in hand, I will 
have some experiences that I hope to 
relate to our readers during the summer.

Also, this group had so much fun dur-
ing their April trips, an August trip has 
been working out in the mid-Michigan 
area for the past several years with two-
man teams using a Ryder Cup format, 
thus named the Ryder Cup. It (the name 
of the tourney) also helped that one 
of the organizers of both events is our 
friend Mike Ryder. ♦

Planning that spring trip

Mike Godard/Strikes n’ Strokes
The No. 9 green at Walden Ponds in Hamilton, Ohio, a common venue for 
the Ohio Kick-Off Classic.
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Located in the heart of the 

Great Lakes Bay Region 

4519 N. River Road 

Freeland, MI  48623      989‐781‐6789 

www.applemountain.com 
 

         Opening Special 
Valid thru April 30, 2013 

$35 Includes Cart 
  

  

                 

 

           “Playing Conditions at Apple Mountain are Perfect.” – Golf Digest 
 

              Golf Special 
          Valid May 1 ‐ June 30, 2013 

                 $45 Per Golfer 
Tee Times Required.  Book online or call The 

Golf Shop at 989‐921‐9518.  Not valid with                

organized play.  No photocopies please.  

Must present coupon to receive 

special.  Dress Code:  Collared Shirt                                                                

                                                                  SS                                
  

 

File photo/Strikes n’ Strokes
The view from atop the tee box of Hole No. 6 at Apple Mountain. Notice the sand trap is the shape of an apple.
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Check us out for our 
Spring Golf Rates

Inquire about our weekly senior specials
and twilight rates

www.thesawmill.com

19 Sawmill Blvd.
Saginaw, MI 48603

989.793.2692
3260 South Fenmore Road

Merrill, Michigan  989-643-7475

Golf 18 holes with cart $20

(with tee times)
Weekdays before noon 

Good 1-4 golfers only
No holidays, leagues, 

Expires Oct. 31, 2013
outings or groups

7225 S. Three Mile Road
Bay City, MI 48706
(989) 684-6313

www.baycitycountryclub.com
Like us on Facebook

LEAGUES AVAILABLE

TEE TIMES AVAILABLE TO THE PUBLIC

Bring your league 
or start a new one
Monday evenings
Wednesday anytime
Thursday anytime

Only $25 for nine holes 
(with cart)

(includes prize money)

GOLF MEMBERSHIP DRIVE
SAVE 30% BEFORE JUNE 1, 2013

Contact us at (989) 684-6313

Bay City
Country 

Club

Byron Wilson/Courtesy photo
Callie practicing her putting at The Sawmill
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Apple Mountain 
4519 N. River Road
Freeland, MI 48623
Toll Free: (888) 781-6789
Phone: (989) 781-6789
www.applemountain.com
  

Arrowhead Golf Club
1201 E. Gun Club Road
Caro, MI 48723
Phone: (989) 673-2017
www.1arrowhead.net
 
Bay County Golf Course
584 W. Hampton Drive
Essexville, MI 48732
Phone: (989) 892-2161
www.baycounty-mi.gov
  
Bay City Country Club
7255 Three Mile Road
Bay City, MI 48706
Phone: (989) 684-2611
www.baycitycountryclub.com
  

Bayou Golf Club
4600 North River Road
Freeland, MI 48623
Phone: (989) 781-8181
www.bayougolfclub.net
 
Bay Valley Golf Club
2470 Old Bridge Road
Bay City, MI 48706
Toll Free: (888) 241-4653
Phone: (989) 686-5400
www.bayvalley.com
  
Beech Hollow Golf Course
7494 Hospital Road
Freeland, MI 48623
Phone: (989) 695-5427
www.beechhollowgolf.com
 
Caro Golf Club
1080 East Caro Road
Caro, MI 48723
Phone: (989) 673-7797

Crooked Creek Golf Course
9387 Gratiot Road
Saginaw, MI 48609
Phone: (989) 781-0050
www.thecreekandthevalley.com

County Line Golf Course
2279 South Reese Road
Reese, MI 48757
Phone: (989) 868-4991
Fax: (989) 868-4217
www.countylinegolfcourse.com
  
Currie Municipal Course
1300 Currie Parkway
Midland, MI 48640 
Phone: (989) 839-9600
www.curriegolf.com
  
The Fortress
950 Flint Street
Frankenmuth, MI 48734
Toll Free: (800) 863-7999
Phone: (989) 652-0460
www.zehnders.com
 
Green Acres Golf Course
7323 Dixie Highway
Bridgeport, MI 48722
Phone: (989) 777-3510
www.greenacresgc.net
  
Greenbrier
9350 Lapeer Road, Mayville, MI
Phone (989) 843-6575
 
Green Hills Golf
1699 M-13, North
Pinconning, MI 48650
Phone: (989) 879-2130
 

Kimberley Oaks Golf Course 
1100 West Walnut
St. Charles, MI 48655
Phone: (989) 865-8261
www.kimberleyoaks.com
 
Maple Hill Golf Course
540 South Orr Road
Hemlock, MI 48626
Phone: (989) 642-8680

Maple Leaf Golf Course
158 North Mackinaw Road
Linwood, MI 48634 (989) 697-3531
www.golfmapleleaf.com

Midland Country Club
1120 W. Saint Andrews Road
Midland, MI 48640
Phone: (989) 832-8866
www.midlandcc.net

Marlette Golf Course  
2701 Golf Course Drive
Marlette MI
Phone 989.635.3009

Mulligans Irish Links
4795 Hospital Drive
Cass City, MI 48726
Phone: (989) 872-8002
 
Pleasant View Golf Course
3424 Barnard Road
Saginaw, MI 48603
Phone: (989) 791-4768
 
Rolling Hills Golf Course
6586 East Milligan Road
Cass City, MI 48726
Phone: (989) 872-3569
 
Saginaw Country Club
4465 Gratiot Road
Saginaw, MI 48638
Phone: (989) 793-2860
www.saginawcountryclub.com
 
Sandy Ridge Golf Course
2750 W. Lauria Rd
PO Box 2121
Midland, MI 48642
Phone: (989) 631-6010
www.golfsandyridge.com

Sawmill Golf Club
19 Sawmill Blvd
Saginaw, MI 48603
Phone: (989) 793-2692
www.thesawmill.com
 
Spring Valley
2635 E. Beaver Road
Kawkawlin, MI 48631
Phone: (989) 686-0330

Swan Valley Golf Course
9521 Highland Green Drive
Saginaw, MI 48609
Phone: (989) 781-4653
Fax: (989) 781-2700

The Timbers Golf Club
7300 Bray Road
Vassar, MI 48768
Toll Free: (888) 617-1479
Phone: (989) 871-4884
www.timbersgolfclub.com

 
Twin Bridges Golf Course
3260 S. Fenmore Road
Merrill, MI 48637
Phone: (989) 643-7475
 
Twin Brooks Golf Course
1005 N. McKeighan Road
Chesaning, MI 48616
Phone: (989) 845-6403
 

Twin Oaks Golf Course
6710 W. Freeland Road
Freeland, MI 48623
Phone: (989) 695-9746
www.twinoaksgolfclubfreeland.com
 

Valley View Farms Golf Course
1435 South Thomas Road
Saginaw, MI 48609
Phone: (989) 781-1248
 
Vassar Golf & Country Club
3509 S Kirk Road
Vassar, MI 48768
Phone: (989)823-7221
   

White Birch Hills Golf Course
360 Ott Road
Bay City, MI 48706
Phone: (989) 662-6523
 
Willow Springs Golf & CC
7335 Oak Road
Vassar, MI 48769
Phone: (989) 871-5587
www.golfthewillow.com

SnS Area Golf Directory

Godard 
Publications LLC

No publication too big 
or small.  Our experienced 

staff are willing 
to serve your needs!

Email us at: 
Godardpublicationsllc@hotmail.com

or call 

989.714.2487
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CHAD MAXIM
Strikes n’ Strokes contributor

As the snow blows outside and 
the kids are enjoying the ski hill, 
golf doesn’t seem like it will ever 
get here.  

Don’t worry, it won’t be long 
before the snow is gone and the 
clubs will see the sunshine again.  

The question is, how do I pre-
pare myself to come out of the 
gates strong when the courses fi-
nally reopen? 

 Many of us put the clubs in the 
garage and find our favorite seat 
on the couch and wait for warm 
weather.  

All this does is help our body 
forget what it takes to make a 

good swing 
and dulls 
the touch we 
work so hard 
to develop 
around the 
greens all 
season. 

 When we 
pick the clubs back up in the ear-
ly spring, it takes time and effort 
to regain the skills that we have 
let lapse over the winter.

Here are a couple of quick 
things that you can do to stay 
sharp during the offseason and 
come out swinging.  

Keep a putter and a short iron 
close to your favorite spot to 
watch a game.  

When it goes to commercial, 
instead of flipping channels, pick 
one of them up and hit a couple 
putts or chip shots.  

Don’t spend much time on tar-
get during these impromptu prac-
tice sessions but more on tech-
nique.  

With the putter, concentrate 
on swinging the club by rocking 
my shoulders and keeping your 
hands and wrists solid through 
the swing.  Make sure that your 
backswing and follow through 
are roughly the same distance 
and at the same fluid pace.   Short 
bump-and-run chip shots are also 
a great shot to practice in a con-
fined space of your home.  

Again, concentrate more on 

the fundamentals.  Solid wrists, 
weight forward and fluid, short 
swings.  Short, choppy or stunted 
swings lead to bad shots, both in 
the living room and on the golf 
course.  

Spend your winter working on 
slow smooth tempo in putting 
and chipping and you will be bet-
ter off when the golf season FI-
NALLY gets here. 

 If you need further help, visit 
your local PGA professional. ♦

Editors note: Chad J. Maxim is 
the PGA Head Golf Professional 
at Apple Mountain Golf Club in 
Freeland. You may reach him at 
cmaxim@applemountain.com.

Tips to stay sharp during the Michigan winter months

WWW.STRIKESNSTROKES.COMNow Online Enjoy Your Visit!

Par-3 Master
MIKE GODARD
Strikes n’ Strokes editor
August 2012

Scoring a hole-in-one is a rare feat. What is 
even more against the odds is acing a hole that 
has a great prize attached to it. Mike Wasco 
did just that.

Wasco scored an ace on the No. 5,. 163-yard 
par-3 atop of Apple Mountain’s signature 
hole. 

The hole-in-one earned Wasco a free three-
year lease on a Jeep Grand Cheokee, spon-
sored by Schaefer & Bierlein Chrysler Dodge 
Jeep Ram, on Friday, Aug. 17 as part of the 
Premier Golf Classic for the Covenant Health-
Care fundraiser. 

“It was a beautifiul thing,” the 57-year-old 
said. “A 6-iron from 163 yards that flew right 
into the cup . . . the back side of the hole . . . 
a slam dunk.”

The ace was witnessed by his playing part-

ners, Ryan Bierlein, Craig Halm, Jay Yockey 
and Chad Maxim, along with four Covenant 
Volunteers, the golf course Superintendent Ja-
son Farah and his assistant Tyler Waibel. 

“I play with these guys all the time,” he 
said. “And Chad has been helping me with my 
game. It was a great experience.”

Wasco wasn’t done making news that day.
On No. 11, Wasco used a 7-iron from  165 

yards out. An ace there would land another 
lease, this time on a Hagen Ford automobile.

“I couldn’t see it because of the slope,” he 
said. 

“But the people down below said that it spun 
360 degrees around the hole and spun out of 
the cup and landed a couple inches away. That 
would have been something.”

Wasco then added another award to his 
name for the day by winning the closest to the 
pin on the par-3 No. 16. 

The ace on No. 5 was his second this year 
and third overall. ♦

Local agent.
 Local service.
 Local savings.

We live right in your 
community, so our service 
is always local. Call today 
and find out how many 
discounts you qualify for. David 

Soper

www.DavidWSoperAgency.com

1701 W. Caro Rd.
Caro

673-5588

www.mayanagency.com
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Is this heaven?
 No, it’s Roscommon. 
Roscommon? I could have 

sworn this was heaven.
Is there a heaven? 
Oh yeah, it’s the place where 

dreams come true. 
Maybe this is heaven.
Those lines (with a little liberty) 

from one of my favorite movies 
“Field of Dreams” are very appli-
cable to Forest Dunes Golf Club. 

Forest Dunes is nestled in a forest 
filled with sand, lots of sand,  near 
Roscommon, Michigan, less than 
two hours away from Saginaw.

From the time we pulled up to the 
bag drop, until the bags were packed 
in our cars for our trip back home, 
we were welcomed with open arms.

Arriving early, we had a chance to 
practice on the driving range and on 
the large putting green. 

The starter came up to us when it 
was time for us to tee off. 

The starter explained how to use 
the state-of-the-art GPS system (see 
pictures on Page 2), what to look for 
on some of his favorite holes. He also 
provided us with a little dispenser 
of bug spray to handle the gnats that 
were only a problem for a couple of 
holes.

Starting with the first hole, all you 
can see is sand, sand and more sand. 

Once you get past the sand on your 
tee shot, the right side of the fairway 
is lined with bunkers.

The next seven holes are tucked in-
side the forest region. 

While we were back there, it was so 
quiet, like we were in the middle of 
nowhere ... which we were.

It was amazing how quiet the golf 
course could be.

Pay attention to the GPS and where 

the pin is located. 
A well-placed shot could mean a 

big difference between and easy-two 
putt or many more. 

While we were at the eighth hole, 
our GPS must have known we were 
hungry.

A menu popped up with some fea-
ture food choices. After making our 
decisions, the bill was totalled up for 
us and by the time we reached the 
clubhouse two holes later, it was wait-
ing for us.

When we finished the round, we had 
a chance to play the bye hole and with 
our range finder it was determined it 
was playing 86 yards.

Three of us reached the green with 
mine being the farthest away. How-
ever, Yudha Pratama, our Strikes n’ 
Strokes Webmaster and photographer, 
plopped his ball onto the  green and 
two bounces and a little roll later, we 
saw his ball sink right into the hole.  

A hole-in-one on the 19th hole. 
Something we will never forget. ♦

Yudha Pratama/Strikes n’ Strokes
From the very first hole, sand plays a major role at Forest Dunes.

Bucket list course

Yudha Pratama/Strikes n’ Strokes
Above, a brick-stamped concrete cart path winds throughout the whole 
course at Forest Dunes. See the complete golf review and more photos on 
the Outstate Edition tab at www.strikesnstrokes.com
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thought I was serious. I called Dan 
after he left the store. When he 
called me back, I told him I was in.

 “I had never been there,” Stoney 
said. “To go to Scotland, home of 
golf, would be fantastic.”

Stoney, 25, who works full time at 
his family’s business, needed to get 
some time off.

“Our family usually closes the 
store down for a week for our va-
cation during the summer,” he said. 
“This year, we pushed it back until 
the time I was leaving for Scotland. 
Everything worked out great.”

 Dan Hughes was the only one of 
the four that had been to Scotland.

“There were a couple of courses 
that I had not played before that 
were important to me,” Dan Hughes 
said.

“Muirfield was one of them,” he 
added. “Since I had been there be-
fore, I was excited to watch the re-
actions of Eric, Dan and my brother.

“I don’t spend a lot of time with 
my brother,” said Hughes. “I haven’t 
spent that much time at one time 
with him in 30 years.”

Dan Hughes said the vacation was 
great.

“St. Andrews is really kind of spe-
cial,” he added.

 “To be able to play St. Andrews 
with my brother and friends ... that 
was fun.”

Adding to the fun was Frost’s 
wardrobe.

“Eric dressed up in colorful knick-
ers,”  Dan Hughes said. “We would 
play golf then go to a pub or restau-
rant for dinner.

 “We watched the people react to 
his dress. We had fun watching peo-
ple watch him. Everyone knew who 
we were with Eric in our group.

“He bought special clothes for 
every day. He had that all planned 
out,” Hughes added.

Frost went all-out in his clothing 
selection for a couple of reasons.

“I actually think the knickers are 
exttremely comfortable when play-
ing golf,” Frost said. “Part of it is 
the tradional aspect of wearing 
knickers. And it’s all about having 
fun.

“I had a different outfit for each 
day and three to five in reserve,” he 
added.

The trip was a dream come true 
for Stoney.

“It was so much fun playing those 
courses and having to play a differ-
ent type of game,” he said. 

“With the wind whipping around 
so fast and the ground so hard, the 
balls just carried,” he said. “The 
balls I hit 280 yards were going 380.

“What really impressed me was 
the reaction of the people at the 
courses,” he added. “They didn’t 
treat you like outsiders. They made 
you feel like a member of their 
club.”

With one exception.
“I was a little disappointed that we 

couldn’t play the back tees at most 
of the clubs,” Stoney said. 

“They were reserved for the mem-
bers. However, we did get the cad-
dies to sneak us back there a couple 
of times.”

The quartert walked nearly every 
course and had the assistance of 
caddies.

“I had a caddy at Murfield named 
Finley,”  Frost said. “After two 

FROM PAGE 20 SCOTLAND  A trio of Saginaw area golfers make the pilgrimage to the origin of golf  — Scotland

Courtesy photo
Top photo, the lighthouse is in the background at the Turnberry Golf 
Course. Bottom photo, the famous ‘Postage Stamp’ hole at the Royal Troon 
Golf Course.

SEE FUN TIMES,  Page 17
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Peter Buffa talks a good game and 
every once in a while he even walks 
the walk.

The 85-year-old Midland retiree 
aced the No. 7 hole on the chal-
lenging Currie West Golf Course on 
Sept. 8. 

Witnessing the rare feat were his 
regular playing partners Don Brick 
and Don Sautter.

The hole-in-one was Buffa’s 
fourth since picking up the game 32 
years ago.

“Professionalism! You can see 
that, can’t you?” Buffa quipped, try-
ing to explain his one-shot success.

Buffa, Brick and Sautter usually 
tee off together Mondays through 
Fridays on Currie East. Buffa uses 
the red tees. 

His partners use the golds.
After hitting his tee shot, Buffa 

saw it hit the green and then turned 
an eye to watch his partners hit their 
shots. 

He had no idea his ball went in the 
hole and neither did his partners.

“The red tee gets a much closer 
and direct shot,” said Sautter, who 
landed his shot on the green, too. 
“We saw it hit and roll, but we didn’t 
think it went in.

“But then we couldn’t find the ball 
when we got on the green.”

“Some people are lucky, some 
ain’t,” said Brick, who has yet to ace 
any hole. Brick put his tee shot in 
the sand trap. 

Buffa used a No. 7 iron to reach 
the 125-yard hole.

“It’s just lucky anytime I’m shoot-
ing,” Buffa admitted. “I’m looking 
at the green, not the flag.

“Just get that bugger on the green. 
It felt good. It was a nice clean shot 

and I didn’t really follow it once it 
landed.”

Brick said Buffa was so excited 
that “he forgot his name after that 
hole.”

Buffa, who was born and raised 
in Flint, has lived in Midland since 
1956. 

He retired from AAA of Michigan 

in 1993 where he was a claims man-
ager. He has a membership at Currie 
East and loves to play golf.

“It’s a lot of fun,” Buffa said. “It’s 
a challenge because every day is 
different.

“You never hit the drive in the 
same place. Sometimes it’s in the 
rough, sometimes it’s a little short 

or a little longer.”
Brick and Sautter enjoy golfing 

with Buffa because there are no dull 
moments.

“We call him Flash,” Brick said. 
“While you’re reaching for your 
club, he’s already hit his ball.”

“Peter doesn’t show any emotion. 
He’s goofy that way,” Sautter said. 
“But to be that old and still golf like 
he does is something else.”

Buffa got his third hole-in-one on 
Currie East No. 4 at 80 years of age 
with the same lucky No. 7 iron.

He also aced the No. 8, 120-yard 
hole on the Currie par-3 course 
years ago. 

He got his first ace in Chicago 
while on vacation in the 1980s.

Buffa wears a hat with a handwrit-
ten note on top, ‘Look at the old 
man hit the ball. Wow!’

But not every day is a wow.
“Sometimes I get disgusted and 

say things like, ‘This is my last day, 
I’m done,’” Buffa admits. “But then 
boom!

“You do something good. 
There’s no way I’m going to quit 
now.” ♦

Buffa, 85, cards his fourth hole-in-one

Mike Spencer/Strikes n’ Strokes
Peter Buffa shows the notes he took during the 2012 golf season. Buffa 
kept track of dates, weather, how many holes, scores and how much he 
saved by having a golf membership at Currie East in Midland.

MIKE GODARD
Strikes n’ Strokes editor

Fast forward to 2013. Peter Buffa, now 88, still has 
the excitement over the game he loves. 

“I don’t need any more hole in ones,” said Buffa, 
about his fourth hole-in-one more than two years ago. 
“I had to give too many speeches and autographs.

“That one autograph was way too many,” he 
laughed. 

 Last year (2012), Buffa kept a log of every day, 
every round, every score and even the weather of the 
day — and how much he would have paid if not for 
the membership at Currie East.  

He played 160 rounds of golf throughout the golf 
season.

“I would get up and play at 7 a.m.,” he said. “There 
would be no one out there and I would get done in an 
hour and a half. Then I would go out later and play 
another round that day. Some days, I would play 45 
holes in one day.”

Buffa definitely has gotten his share out of his 
membership. 

“I figured out that I saved more than $5,900 last 
year.

In our interview, Buffa told many stories and kept 
me on the edge of my seat, never know what is com-
ing next.

“I never went to college,” Buffa said. “But when I 
die that’s when I will go to a University. I am going to 
donate my body to the University of Michigan. And I 
am going to take my 7-iron with me.” ♦

 Buffa still has game
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holes, he knew what distance I 
could hit with every one of my 
clubs.

“It was amazing,” he added. “I 
felt confident with every shot in 
that round.”

The trip even provided some 
comic relief for the quartet.

“We were playing the Western 
Gailes,” Frost said. “I thought my 

(pull) cart was secured up near the 
green. Next thing I know it was 
heading for the sand trap.”

The greens at the Western Gailes 
had steep sides to to cause the cart 
to roll.

“You have to know Eric,” Stoney 
said. 

“He has all the zippers on his bag 
unzipped. He had everything in the 

trap and sand in his bag.”
While Frost was gathering his be-

longings together, he was alerted.
“I heard a noise,” he said. “It al-

most sounded like a herd of buffalo 
running through the course.

“Next thing I know, I see Dan 
(Hughes) tumbling down the side 
of the green,” Frost added. 

 “Then he bounced back up and 
said ‘I’m OK, I’m OK.’ 

“It was like a scene from the ‘Po-

lice Academy’ (movie).”
Stoney had another view of it.
“As soon as he started to tumble 

he threw his putter away from him,” 
he said. “I don’t think he wanted to 
break it.”

“I could see myself stabbing my-
self with the putter,” Hughes said.  
“After I stepped back, I just started 
doing backward sommersaults. I 
want to let you know, I did stick the 
landing.”  ♦

FROM PAGE 15 FUN TIMES  Trip of a lifetime creates permament memories
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MIKE GODARD
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Planning a golf outing can be fun.
It also can be a lot of work – even 

for just four people being in the out-
ing.

Just ask Eric Frost.
“I should be a trip planner,” Frost 

said. “It was fun but a gigantic 
amount of work.”

Frost had a limited budget, special 
requirements on courses and came 
up with several cost-saving ideas to 
make the trip work.

“It was a lot of work,” said Frost, 
39. “I was scheduling my dream 
trip”

Frost spent hundreds and hun-
dreds of hours planning the trip. 

He spent one entire weekend just 
arranging the Bed and Breakfast 
stops.

Dan Hughes, Tom Hughes and Dan 
Stoney took advantage of Frost’s 
diligent planning for a “dream” trip 
to Scotland.

“Playing Muirfield was a must,” 
Frost said. 

“You have to apply for the tee 
times one year in advance. They 

have very few spots available to the 
public. Once we booked that course, 
there was no going back.”

Muirfield is a private course and 
only allows public play on Tuesdays 
and Thursdays to only eight groups 
from the outside.

“For me, I was not going over 
there (Scotland) and not play St. An-
drews,” he said. “That was the next 
course we settled on. When I was a 
sophomore, I did a 15-page paper on 
the history of St. Andrews.”

After that, the trick was to work 

all the other courses around Muir-
field and St. Andrews.

Frost made very few phone calls 
and did most of his trip planning, 
via the internet. 

“It was way cool to find the deals,” 
he said. “That saved us quite a bit of 
money.”

Hughes really appreciated the 
work Frost did in planning the trip.

“It went without a hitch,” Hughes 
said. “He did an excellent job. He 
probably could go into business 
planning golf trips.”

 Hughes said the cost of the trip 
was approximately $4,500.

“If we would have (gone) through 
a tour operator, we wouldn’t have 
been able to do half the courses or 
see some of the sites,” Frost said. 

“Plus, it would have cost us thou-
sands more just to go.

“Dan (Hughes) thinks I should be 
a trip planner,” Frost laughed. “If 
I found a group that could pay up 
front, I just might do that.”

Now, who wants to go to Scot-
land? ♦

Keys to a successful trip to Scotland
• Plan ahead. Some of the courses need a year’s notice. Plan around 

the courses you want to play.
• Flexibility is a must. Try taking flights on standby. You will save a 

lot of money in airfare.
• Avoid the hotels. Bed and Breakfast houses are comfortable and 

give you a feel of the surrounding community.
• Delay your tee times. Golf in the afternoon, the rates are generally 

cheaper, giving you more money for the pubs at night.
• Use the caddies. A good caddy can save you several strokes while 

playing the round.
• Sight seeing. You never know when you will get over there again. 

Visit the landmarks.
• Have fun!

The trip planner

Courtesy photo
Eric Frost drives one from the No. 
18 tee at St. Andrews
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The Michigan Golf Course Own-
ers Association (MGCOA) came up 
with a win-win fundraiser back in 
2003.

The Golden Passbook started out 
with 33 golf course coupons with 
that original book seven years ago. 
Today, the Golden Passbook has 80 
coupons (the 2013 book has 88 golf 
courses represented) which includes 
free green fees, some that include 
cart and discounted or free overnight 
packages.

The Golden Passbook sells for 
$550 (as of Feb 4, 2013, there are ap-
proximately 80 books left for sale). 
SEE AD ON PAGE 19.

“If someone were to use every 
coupon in the book, we would esti-
mate that you could save more than 
$10,000,” said MGCOA Executive 
Director Kate Moore. “We have 
been doing this by word of mouth all 
these years.”

The MGCOA prints out 200 books 
for general sale. Then the organiza-
tion issues two books to every golf 
course that has a coupon in their 
book.

“Some of those courses donate one 
or both of their books back to us,” 
Moore said. “We usually get back 25 
percent of them to sell back to the 
public.”

An economic study was performed 
in 2007 and it was determined there 
were 858 golf courses in the state of 
Michigan.

“I would estimate about 840 are 
still in existence,” Moore said. “We 
have some 300 members in our or-
ganization.” 

The MGCOA provides legislative 
advocacy, anything that needs to be 
done for golf in the state.

It also provides educational ser-
vice for the golf courses and helps to 
promote the game of golf.

“We also have a powerful purchas-
ing program,” Moore said. “For ex-
ample, our workers compensation 
program can save the golf courses 
up to 50 percent in insurance premi-
ums.”

While the golf courses are promot-
ing their courses through the book, 
most of them realize the true value.

“They realize the books help in 
the work the association does in its 
lobbying efforts at the state level,” 
Moore said.

Not only is it a win-win opportu-
nity for the MGCOA and the golf 
courses, the consumers receive the 
biggest windfall.

During the years that I have been 
involved with the Golden Passbook, 
there have been some favorites.

The Fairway Villas at Gull Lake 
View Golf Resort is a package we 
never miss. 

Gull Lake is located in Augusta, 
Mich., near Battle Creek.

The coupon (good for two people) 
in the book allows for a round of golf 

on the day you arrive, a round of golf 
on the day you leave and the over-
night stay for $30 per person.

That’s right, just $30. With offers 
like those, it doesn’t take long to 
make up the cost of the book.

There are five golf courses to 
choose from with that package. 

There is the Gull Lake East and 
Gull Lake West courses within walk-
ing distance of your sleeping head-
quarters.

Bedford Valley also is part of the 
package along with Stonehedge 
North and South.

Stonehedge South is lined with 
fences of stone around the perim-
eter and throughout the inside of the 
course. Stonehedge North has the 
unique layout of three par-3s, par-4s 
and par-5s on both the front and back 
nine.

They even offer very reasonable 
replay rates so you can play four of 
the five courses in two days, provid-
ed that you have enough stamina.

Other courses that have been fa-

vorites include Eagle Eye or Hawk 
Hollow, in the East Lansing-Bath 
area, with the Pete Dye-designed 
TPC replica island hole.

There is also Sycamore Hills, in 
Mount Clemens, a 27-hole layout, 
with a coupon that is good for four 
people for 18 holes, including cart.

There are restrictions that go with 
some of the coupons. 

But in the years that we have been 
involved in traveling throughout the 
state, we have been able to cope with 
the restrictions and still find a valu-
able use for the book.

During the past six years, we have 
used less than 50 percent of the cou-
pons and yet have saved enough in 
greens fees and have seen different 
courses. 

We use the book as a supplement 
to our golfing summer plans in addi-
tion to the area courses that we sup-
port. 

For information on the Golden 
Passbook, visit mgcoa.org or call 
1-800-860-8575.  ♦

Golden Passbook helping Michigan golf course industry and its golfers

Mike Godard/Strikes n’ Strokes
Here is the view from the No. 18 tee box at Buck’s Run, in Mount Pleasant, which plays for $20 in the book.
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Golden Passbook
to Michigan Golf

$550 gets you golf for 2 – 4 players
at 88 golf courses in Michigan,
plus lodging discounts.
(some cart fees will apply)

Visit the MGCOA website or call us
for details and to order your book.

800-860-8575
www.mgcoa.org

Almost $10,000in golf and extra’s.

Mike Godard/Strikes n’ Strokes
Above, find out how you can get your golf course name on a hole sign 
for golf outings. Below, check with John Weiss with his success story on 
advertising with Strikes n’ Strokes.
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Dan Hughes planted the seed.
Eric Frost cultivated it to frui-

tion. The two of them, along with 
Dan Stoney and Tom “Bo” Hughes, 
reaped the harvest of a well-planned 
vacation.

“Last year, I told Eric we should 
go to Scotland,” Dan Hughes said. 
“He gave me every reason why he 
couldn’t go. That was on a Wednes-
day and on Saturday he came back 
and said we could do it and said  ‘I 
have it all planned out.’ 

“You have to know Eric, he’s such 

a good organizer,” he added. “He 
did just an unbelievable job plan-
ning the trip.”

At that point, there was only two 
for the trip.

“I knew my brother (Tom, from 
Lake Charles, La.) would love to go, 
so we just needed one more,” Dan 
Hughes said. 

Dan Hughes paid a visit to In-
termission Deli to talk with owner 
Scott Stoney about the possibility.

“My dad isn’t much into traveling 
any more,” said Scott’s son Dan. “I 
told him (Dan Hughes) that I would 
love to go but I didn’t think he 

Where am I?

Where am I?  Since the inception of Strikes n’ Strokes this feature has been  a mainstay of our product. Beef O’Brady’s Restaraunt at 4880 Gratiot in Saginaw 
donates a $25 gifl card every month for the reader that guesses the hole in question. We have featured 37 different holes from Michigan, Ohio and above Ken-
tucky. But we make it easy for our readers to win. We put the answer somewhere in our magazine. The above hole, is from Lassing Pointe, in Florence, Ken-
tucky. Interesting tidbit for the above hole, the green is 100 yards, yes yards, long. During the past three years, we have given away 38 gift certificates. Anyone 
that reads our magazine, even just online, can win. That way, when you stop in Saginaw for a round of golf, you might be able to enjoy a good lunch or dinner.

From the tee to the green
Contest Sponsored by Saginaw’s

Fields of dreams

Courtesy photo
From left, Eric Frost, Dan Stoney, Dan Hughes and Tom “Bo”  Hughes 
stand atop the bridge heading toward the No. 18 green at the famous St. 
Andrews Golf Course in Scotland. The quartet played 13 courses in 11 days. SEE SCOTLAND,  Page 15


